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" With support from the
.| Forest Health Protection

program of the USDA
sy
‘@é

M‘ % Action Plan.

sippi Forestry Commis-
sion (MFC) is achieving
goals outlined in its Forest

¥

The program has enabled
¢ Mississippi to expand its
efforts to combat its
spread of cogongrass, an
invasive grass that threat-
ens the survival of the

Source:

National longleaf pine ecosystem.

MFC has conducted five
successful cogongrass
suppression seasons, serv-
ing 1,844 landowners, and
treating 27,268 spots of
cogongrass; and a large
public educations cam-
paign with radio PSAs and
presentations. The MFC
cooperates closely on this
project with various state
and federal agencies and

Association of
State
Foresters.
Click here to

view original

article.

universities.

Cogongrass is an invasive,
non-native grass, which
occurs in the southeast-
ern United States. A pest
in 73 countries and con-
sidered to be one of the
"Top 10 Worst Weeds in
the World", cogongrass
affects forest productivity,
native species survival,
wildlife habitat, recrea-
tion, native plants, fire
behavior, site manage-
ment costs to name a
few. Cogongrass has be-

come a serious problem
for landowners and man-
agers in Mississippi.
Cogongrass has proven a
tough antagonist for forest
managers and in many cas-
es multiple yearly herbi-
cide applications are nec-

essary for total control.

Most forest landowners
are aware of the threats
from cogongrass but often
lack the financial resources
to combat the plant. In
2009, Mississippi instituted
a Cogongrass Suppression
Program made possible by
USDA Forest Service
American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
funding. The original AR-
RA program covered |9 of
the 62 known infested
Mississippi counties along
the leading edge of the
state’s Cogongrass infesta-

tion and ended in 201 I.

In 2012, the fight was con-
tinued in those counties
with FY201 | USDA Forest
Service Cooperative For-
est Health funds in the
form of follow-up treat-
ments where necessary. In
2013, FY 2012 USDA For-
est Service Redesign Grant
funds were used to open
the suppression program
to two new counties in
2013 thereby increasing
the advancing front battle

to 22 of 62 counties.
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MFC and U.S. Forest Service Work Together

to Battle Cogongrass in Mississippi
By National Association of State Foresters & Jim Hancock

“The Mississippi Forestry
Commission appreciates
our partnership with the
USDA Forest Service. Our
relationship is one that is
truly working to help the
citizens of our state by
providing increased forest
protection and improving
forest health,” said Charlie

Morgan, State Forester.

In 2014, using FY2013 Re-
design Grant funds, the
two new counties opened
in 2013 were re-treated
and new applications were
added and also treated. As
the program moves south
into the native range of
Longleaf Pine it becomes
even more relevant. The
range-wide goal of the
America's Longleaf Resto-
ration Initiative may be se-
verely impaired if
cogongrass is not effective-
ly managed by partnerships
such as the Mississippi
Cogongrass Suppression

Program.

2010 to 2014 by the num-
bers: Six full-time employ-
ees; 27 public education
presentations; |2 print and
|2 radio PSAs aired; seven
newspaper interviews pub-
lished; three radio inter-
views; four television inter-
views; 21,000 copies of ed-
ucational materials shared
with landowners in the
state.



http://www.stateforesters.org/news-events/blog/battling-cogongrass-forest-health-protection-program
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Mississippi Envirothon 2015
By MFC / John Henry Anderson, MS Soil & Water Conservation Commission (MSWCC)

The Mississippi Enviro- est Protection and Infor- The station high scores

thon is part of a national ~ mation, assisted Bill with the  were:

program for high school  Forestry Station Test.

students designed to edu-

cate and challenge young Soils and Land Use: East

people in the environmen- The top five teams in the Rankin Academy, Team B

tal science. It is an excit- 2015 competition were:

“ iz = ing, fun way for high

Photo by Bill Kitchings  school students to learn Wildlife: DeSoto Central,
about the environment I. Oxford High School Team B
and the issues facing this
and future generations.
Combining in-class curric-
ulum with hands-on field Team A my, Team A

“It is an exciting, experiences, the Mississip-
pi Envirothon demon-
strates the role people

2. Indianola Academy, Forestry: Indianola Acade-

fun way for high 3. DeSoto Central, Team  Current Issue: Gautier

school students have in important envi- B High School
ronmental issues such as
to learn about forestry, wildlife manage-

ment, water quality and 4. St. Andrews Episcopal Aquatic Ecology: DeSoto

the environment <oil erosion. School Central, Team B

and the issues
facing this and The statewide competi- 5. Gautier High School Oral Presentation: East
tion takes place in April Rankin Academy, Team A

r .
future each year. The contest is

generations.” held in the field, with five
different subject area sta-
tions. Each station is
staffed with an environ- please click here.
mental resource person
who is a specialist in that
particular field and tests

The top FFA team was Mil-
saps Career and Technical For more information on
Center. the Mississippi Envirothon

teams in those areas.

This year the MFC was
happy to have Todd Mat-
thews, Urban & Commu-
nity Forestry Forester,
participate as a judge in
the Current Event Oral
Presentations. Bill Kitch-
ings, Central Region Out-
reach Forester, handled
the role of Station Test

! Administrator for the For-
Photo by Bill Kitchings estry Stop, and Russell
Bozeman Director of For-

Photo Courtesy of MSWCC



http://www.mswcc.state.ms.us/Envirothon/Enviro.htm
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Who Am I?

April:

Southern Red Oak

Found on p.89 of

MS Trees Guide

Click here for a
link to the MS

Trees Guide.

Tree Knowledge: Who Am I?

Leaves:
Type: pinnately com-
pound, alternate,

deciduous
Size: 12.0” - 24.0” long;

leaflets (5-9),

usually 7, 5.0” - 9.0”
long, 3.0” - 5.0” wide
Margin: finely serrate
Apex: acute to long-

tapered
Base: wedge-shaped or
unequally rounded

Shape: obovate
Color: dark green

above; yellow-green
below

Surface: lustrous above;

velvet pubescence
below
Venation: pinnate

Twigs:

Size: stout

Color: dark brown
Surface: pubescent,

pale elongated lenticels;
leaf scars triangular to

half-round

Buds:
Size: 0.75” long
Shape: broadly ovoid

Color: tan
Surface: 3 - 4 dark

brown overlapping, hairy

scales

Fruit and Flowers:
Nut: husk; orange-

brown, unwinged, dehis-

cent, 0.25” - 0.50” thick;
nut ribbed (4-6); seed,

sweet

Size: 1.0” - 2.0” long
Shape: globular to ellipsoi-

dal
Color: light reddish brown

to yellowish brown
Flower: monoecious; uni-

sexual; staminate,
3-branched, hairy, yellow

catkins, 5.0” - 8.0”
long; pistillate flower, in 2-

to 5-flowered spikes

Physical Attributes:
Form: single stem

Size: 100.0’, mature
Growth Rate: moderate;
35.0° maximum @ 20

yrs
Life Span: long (>100 yrs)

Tolerances:

Shade: tolerant
Drought: low

Fire: medium
Anaerobic: medium
Propagation: seed (cold
stratification required);
bare root; container
Other: resprout/coppice

potential

Habitat and Ecology:
Site: deep, rich, moist, al-

luvial soils; on upland
slopes and flats in the

northern limit of its range
Soil Texture: medium

only

Soil pH: 6.4 - 74
Range: widely distributed

but nowhere
Common

Wildlife Value & Uses:

nuts are
eaten by ducks, quail, wild

turkey, squirrel,
chipmunks, deer, fox, rac-

coon, and whitefooted
mice

Timber Value and Us-

es:

furniture, tool
handles, sporting goods,

veneer, fuelwood,
and charcoal; a few planta-

tions established
for commercial nut pro-

duction

Landscaping Info:
routinely commercially

available; resistant to snow
and ice damage; suscepti-
ble to frost damage; some-
times crossed with pecan
to produce Hicans; very
good long-lived landscape
tree

Other facts:

used by Cherokee Indians
as an analgesic, gastroin-
testinal aid, and general

disease remedy (D.E.
Moerman 1986)

Who Am I?



C:/Users/bforester/Documents/ms_trees.pdf
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Photo by Jayne

Click here to view the
source article.

“The peak
‘tornado
season’ for
the Southern
Plains is
during May
into early

June.”

Click here for more in-

formation on the Pre-

scribed Burning Short
Course.

Tornado Safety Basics
By National Weather Service / NOAA

What is a tornado?

A tornado is a narrow, vio-
lently rotating column of air
that extends from the base
of a thunderstorm to the
ground. Because wind is in-
visible, it is hard to see a
tornado unless it forms a
condensation funnel made up
of water droplets, dust and
debris. Tornadoes are the
most violent of all atmos-

pheric storms.
Where do tornadoes oc-
cur?

Tornadoes occur in many
parts of the world, including
Australia, Europe, Africa,
Asia, and South America.
Even New Zealand reports
about 20 tornadoes each
year. Two of the highest
concentrations of tornadoes
outside the U.S. are Argenti-

na and Bangladesh.

How many tornadoes
occur in the U.S. each
year?

About 1,200 tornadoes hit
the U.S. yearly. Since official
tornado records only date
back to 1950, we do not
know the actual average
number of tornadoes that
occur each year. Plus, torna-
do spotting and reporting
methods have changed a lot

over the last several decades.

Where is tornado alley?

Tornado Alley is a nick-
name invented by the media
for a broad area of relative-
ly high tornado occurrence
in the central U.S. Various
Tornado Alley maps look
different because tornado
occurrence can be meas-
ured many ways: by all tor-
nadoes, tornado county-
segments, strong and vio-
lent tornadoes only, and
databases with different
time periods. Please re-
member, violent or killer
tornadoes do happen out-
side “Tornado Alley” every

year.
When are tornadoes
most likely?

Tornado season usually
refers to the time of year
the U.S. sees the most tor-
nadoes. The peak “tornado
season” for the Southern
Plains is during May into
early June. On the Gulf
coast, it is earlier during the
spring. In the northern
plains and upper Midwest,
tornado season is in June or
July. But, remember, torna-
does can happen at any
time of year. Tornadoes
can also happen at any time
of day or night, but most
tornadoes occur between 4

-9 p.m.

What is the difference
between a Tornado
WATCH and a Tornado
WARNING?

A Tornado WATCH is is-
sued by the NOAA Storm
Prediction Center meteorol-
ogists who watch the weath-
er 24/7 across the entire
U.S. for weather conditions
that are favorable for torna-
does. A watch can cover
parts of a state or several
states. Watch and prepare
for severe weather and stay
tuned to NOAA Weather
Radio to know when warn-
ings are issued.

A Tornado WARNING is
issued by your local NOAA
National Weather Service
Forecast Office meteorolo-
gists who watch the weather
24/7 over a designated area.
This means a tornado has
been reported by spotters
or indicated by radar and
there is a serious threat to
life and property to those
in the path of the tornado.
Act now to find safe shel-
ter! A warning can cover
parts of counties or several
counties in the path of dan-
ger.

Watch this Youtube video
for a great explanation!

October 6-8th, 2015
Pearl River Community

Woodall Technology

" Center

906 Sullivan Drive

Hattiesburg, MS 39401
Cost: $250

. Prescribed Burning Short Course 2015

Space is limited to 30

people, participants will
be accepted on a “first
come, first served” ba-

sis.

Please contact Jeff
Ware (MFC Safety/
Training Director) for

more information.

Phone:
662-401-8067

Email:
jware@mfc.state.ms.us



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x3V3HZBs1Y4
http://www.nssl.noaa.gov/education/svrwx101/tornadoes/
http://www.mfc.ms.gov/prescribedburingshortcourse.php
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Teachers Conservation Workshop

By Anna Kendall

ssssssssss

" " practical, hands-on conser-
y “‘ _vation workshop with em-
\ JYphasis on forests and other
natural resources. The latest
. in conservation is presented
Photo by Anna Kendall iy the classroom and in nu-
merous field trips including
industries, harvesting opera-
tions, management practic-
es, and nature trails. Partici-
pants learn by demonstra-
tion and practical exercises
“This is a how conservation practices
can be integrated into class-

highly active  room work and student
workshop. projects. Instructors include
professionals from Mississip-
Come pi State University, Missis-
sippi Forestry Commission,
prepared for Natural Resources Conser-
field trips, vation Service, Mississippi

Department of Wildlife,
Fisheries, and Parks, U.S.
Forest Service, forest indus-

nature walks,

and getting in " ,
tries, consulting foresters

creeks for  and many other natural re-
source organizations and
water . .- .
companies. Participants will
studies.”’ be certified to use teaching

materials of the nationally
acclaimed environmental
education curriculum, Pro-
ject Learning Tree.

This is a highly active work-
shop. Come prepared for
field trips, nature walks, and
getting in creeks for water
studies. In addition to the
scheduled activities, partici-
pants enjoy networking with

other educators. Scheduled
activities start early morning
and end at night. Participants
must attend all scheduled
sessions to receive academic
credit or CEU'’s.

Teachers, school administra-
tors, youth educators, un-
dergraduates, and others
may apply. Consideration

will be given to teaching du-
s SR

ties, sub- =

ject assign-/ !
ments, the
number of
times ap-

plicant has
already

attended
TCW,as W
well as the -‘IL
date appli- L‘
cations '
are sub-
mitted.

Participants may repeat the
workshop every five years.

A registration fee of $115 is
required. This fee includes
all meals and lodging (Private
rooms are an additional
$100 at the Jones County
Junior College workshop),
an official TCWV shirt, and all
course materials. The fee is
not refunded for cancella-
tions after June Ist for the
South Workshop and June

| 4th for the North Work-
shop. Class size is limited.
Your registration will be

confirmed by e-mail. The
deadline for applying is one
week prior to each work-
shop.

Workshops will be held:

e June 7—12, 2015
Jones County Junior Col-
lege
Ellisville, MS

e

Photo by Anna Kendall

e June 21—26, 2015
Northeast Mississippi
Community College
Booneville, MS

Click here for a link to the
full brochure and registration
form.

For more information please
contact Anna Kendall with
the Mississippi Forestry As-
sociation: 601-354-4936,

akendall@msforestry.net



C:/Users/bforester/Documents/Newsletters/TCW 2015 brochure.pdf
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Our greatest

sympathy to
John
Huddleston and
his family.

Please keep
Ken Parker’s
son in your
thoughts and
prayers for a
speedy

recovery.

P 2oy e e

Photo by Leslie Robertson
courtesy National Association
of State Foresters

In Memoriam

Mr. Bobby Jourdan, 64,
of Tishomingo, passed
away Sunday, April

| 9th.

Mr. Jourdan worked
for the Forestry Com-
mission in Tishomingo
County for many
years. Then, later
worked in Tupelo in

Dispatch.

He retired about 8
years ago. -Pamela

Pace

Click here to view
the full obituary from

Cutshall Funeral
Home in luka, MS.

Personnel News

The Southwest Dis-
trict held a walk-pack
test on March 24th at
Hansel King Sportplex
in Brookhaven. We
had 24 participants
with 3 of those doing
the 45 Ib. pack test
and all receiving a cer-
tificate of completion.
We would like to
thank KDMC for as-

sisting with this event.

-Judy Deare

WELCOME!

e  Chris Hinton, Forest

Ranger |, Jones Coun-
ty - SCD

Moving On

Sandra Snell, Director-
FEPP - Fire Services,

Retiring

William (Bill) Warner,
Radio Tech - Fire Ser-

vices, Retiring

James Wood, Forest
Ranger IV - ECD, Re-

tiring

Berbin L. Roland, For-
est Ranger IV - ECD,

Retiring

Jennifer Leblanc, For-
ester | - ECD, Resigned

Photo by Judy Deare



http://www.cutshallfuneralhome.com/fh/obituaries/obituary.cfm?o_id=3054485&fh_id=12936

Photo by MFC

“Registered
Foresters
attending the
field day will
be eligible for
2.0 CFE
Hours
Category Il,
Loggers will
receive 2.0
hours in

9

Category Il...

e Click here to
view wildfire

prevention info.
e Click here for

additional infor-
mation.

Firewise Training Opportunity—Lamar County

By Leslie “Opie” Cooper

“How To Have A Fire-
wise Home” workshop
will be held at the Mill
Creek Voting Community
Center, 4403 Old High-
way ||, Purvis, MS on
Thursday, May 21, 2015.

The purpose of the work-
shop is to provide partici-
pants tools to assess fire
risks in around their
homes and communities.
The workshop encour-
ages sound land-use plan-
ning, creative mitigation
and supportive communi-
ty infrastructure to re-
duce the occurrence of
fire losses. The workshop
will help you understand
how to prevent home ig-
nitions through fire-
resistant vegetation for
landscaping purposes and
fire-resistant building de-
signs.

Homeowners, Realtors,
Developers, Emergency
Managers, Insurance
Agents, Volunteer and
Paid Fire Fighters, Regis-
tered Foresters, Profes-
sional Logging Managers,
Forest Landowners and
Elected Officials are en-
couraged to attend.

Registered Foresters at-
tending the field day will
be eligible for 2.0 CFE
Hours Category I, Log-
gers will receive 2.0 hours
in Category Il and Realtors
will receive 3.0 hrs of elec-
tive Real
Estate
Course
(roist).
Profes-
sional
credits are
not availa-
ble for
teachers
and pro-
fessional
disciplines.

The work- &5
shop is
being
sponsored
by the La-
mar
County
Fire Ser-
vices in
partnership

with the Southeast MS Re-
source Conservation and
Development Council.

Pre-registration is a must
for the meal head count.
To pre-register by phone,

or to receive more infor-
mation you may contact
George Stevens at 601-270
-7525 or Lenora Haynes at
601-307-6728.

Please complete the pre-

registration form and re-

Photo by MFC

turn by mail or fax to
601-268-2778 by May 4,
2015.



http://www.mfc.ms.gov/wildfire-prevention.php
http://www.mfc.ms.gov/sg_userfiles/Lamar.pdf

MISSISSIPPI FORESTRY COMMISSIO

i

Lk
st
] l% 1




660 North Street, Suite 300
Jackson, MS 39202

Phone: 601-359-1386
Fax: 601-359-1349

Visit us online!

Click here to visit us
on Facebook!

The Mississippi Forestry
Commiission provides
equal employment op-

portunities and services

to all individuals regard-
less of disability, race,
age, religion, color, gen-
der, national origin, or
political affiliation.

This institution is an
equal opportunity
provider.

A
May 2015
Newsletter

Our Mission

The Mississippi Forestry Commission is proud of its service to the
public and its protection of the state’s valuable forest resource.
Committed to delivering quality services and assistance to both
rural and urban landowners, the Forestry Commission looks for-
ward to the continued privilege of caring for Mississippi’s trees and

forests. Serving Mississippi Since 1926.

Our Mission is to provide active leadership in forest protection,
forest management, forest inventory and effective forest infor-
mation distribution, necessary for Mississippi's sustainable forest-

based economy.



https://www.facebook.com/MSForestryCommission

